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who came from Sao Carlos de Pinhal, infected with yellow fever, and 
who was treated in the hospital of Misericordia. After the symptoms 
were recognized as being those of yellow fever the man was sent to the 
isolation hospital, where he died. The second case was that of a woman, 
who received a visit from Sao Carlos de Pinhal and who took the 
washing of her visitor. The third case was that of a man coming from 
Santos. The second and third cases were both treated at private houses. 
The fourth case of yellow fever was that of an Italian, who was treated 
for syphilis in the hospital of Misericordia in the same room in which 
the above-mentioned Pole had stayed. He fell sick from yellow fever 
also and died. The fifth case was that of an Italian, who had resided 
for a short time in Rio Claro, having arrived from Eibeirao Bonito as a 
refugee from the yellow fever epidemic prevailing in that locality. He 
had stopped with his wife at the house of a family of friends, but he had 
business which obliged him to return frequently to his former residence. 
On one of his visits to that place he was taken ill, returning in this con- 
dition to Eio Claro. He recovered, but his wife was unfortunately 
taken with the disease, of which she died. She was the sixth case. 
The seventh case was that of an Italian from Sao Carlos de Pinhal. He 
stopped at the Hotel da Estacao, and at short intervals five other persons 
took the disease. After this formation of 2 foci of yellow fever there 
were many other cases, and it became difficult, if not impossible, to dis- 
cover their origin. 

The investigation of facts relating to the transmission and infectious- 
ness of yellow lever is certainly entitled to consideration in view of its 
importance in public and private hygiene and in relation to the necessary 
prophylactic measures. 

Since last report the following-named ships have been inspected and 
received bills of health from this office : July 27, steamship Majestic, 
British, for New Orleans ; steamship Bellarden, British, for New York. 
July 30, bark Wilhelm Anton, Norwegian, for New Orleans; schooner 
Kings County, British, for Norfolk ; steamship Roman Prince, British, 
for New York. August 1, schooner Eagle Wing, American, for New 
York ; steamship County Antrim. British, for New York ; steamship 
William Anning, British, for St. Lucia ; steamship Mary Anning, 
British, for St. Lucia. 

Eespectfully, yours, W. Havelburg, M. D., 

Sanitary Inspector, V. 8. M. H. 8. 

The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine -Hospital Service. 

Report on yellow fever in Rio de Janeiro since tJie year 1850. 

Consulate-General of the United States, 

Rio de Janeiro, July 28, 1898. 
Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith a report on yellow fever 
in Eio de Janeiro. 

I have the honor, sir, to remain your obedient servant, 

Eugene Seeger, 
United States Consul- General. 
Hon. Assistant Secretary of State. 

The yellow fever season in Rio de Janeiro. 

The first appearance of yellow fever in Eio de Janeiro in December, 
1849, undoubtedly constituted an event of graver importance than any- 
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thing that has happened here before or since. From that time on this 
terrible scourge has exercised its pernicious influence on the develop- 
ment of the great Brazilian metropolis, which would otherwise be one 
of the most healthy of the world's great cities, as it certainly is one of 
the most beautiful. As far as shown by the official records, yellow fever 
has caused in Eio, up to July 1 of this year, the death of not less than 
54,461 of its victims, 939 since January 1. 

The American brig Brazil from New Orleans, by way of Habaoa, 
brought the infectious microbes to Bahia (November 3, 1849), whence 
the disease was carried into Bio, and there are strong reasons to assume 
that those records do not state the whole truth. 

In view of the importance of this matter, I beg leave to submit to the 
Department of State the inclosed tabulary statements which I have 
compiled from the official figures. 

Begarding the mortality in yellow fever cases, the following must be 
added in explanation : For reasons which the best medical experts have 
not yet succeded in explaining, the death rate among the yellow fever 
patients is very different in different years, even if the meteorological 
conditions are the same ; but it is never as great as it appears from the 
public statistics. The law which makes it obligatory that every case of 
yellow fever should be reported to the medical authorities is frequently 
circumvented ; the number of cases on record is therefore smaller than 
the actual number, consequently the percentage of deaths apparently 
larger than in reality, although a considerable number of deaths from 
yellow fever is not reported or is classified under a less alarming caption. 

It is a characteristic feature that the foreign-born inhabitants consti- 
tute not less than about 85 per cent of the victims of yellow fever. 
Newcomers are all in great danger during the summer months. (Of 
the very few foreign diplomatic and consular officers living in Bio, there 
died during this season : The minister of Chile, the Haitian consul, the 
chancellor of the French consulate, and the charge d'affaires of Chile.) 

One of the results of this condition is the fact that during the fever 
season (from beginning of December to the end of May) most of the 
foreigners live in the more or less remote suburbs in the mountains sur- 
rounding Bio, where they enjoy a comparative immunity from the 
disease. This, of course, involves a great expense and a great loss of 
time. 

The best known and most frequented of those health resorts is 
Petropolis, since 1894 the capital of the State of Bio de Janeiro, about 
2,500 feet above the level of the sea, in the Serra da Estrella. The 
diplomatic corps, with but few exceptions, and the majority of the 
foreign business men reside there with their families, most of whom 
have to make daily trips to Bio. 

The permanent injury caused to Brazilian commerce, trade, immi- 
gration, etc., by the yellow fever is enormous. It can not be denied 
that the local authorities are doing a great deal within their limited 
financial means and under the peculiarly difficult ethnological conditions 
to fight this plague. 
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Deaths from 


yellow fever during the years 1850 to 1897. 




Years. 


Deaths. 


Years. 


Deaths. 


Years. 


Deaths. 




4,160 
471 

1,943 

853 

21 


1867 






640 




1868 


18 

274 

1,118 

9 

295 
3.659 

841 
1,308 
3,476 

283 
1,177 

974 
1,623 

257 

502 
1,606 
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1,446 


1858 


1870 




135 




1871 




754 


1855 


1872 




2,155 


1856 




1873 




719 




1,425 

800 

500 

1,249 

247 

12 

15 


1874 




4.456 


1858 


1875 




4,313 


1859 


1876 




742 




1877 




4,715 


1861 


1878 


818 




1879 




2,909 


1863 


1880 
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53,522 


1866 
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Deaths from yellow fever during the first six months of 1898. 



Months. 



Number 
of deaths. 



Months. 



Number 
of deaths. 



January— 

1-8 

9-15. 

15-22 

22-29. 

29-31 

February— 

1-4 

5-11 

12-18. 

19-25 



March— 

1-4 

5-U 

12-18. 

19-25. 

26-31 

April— 
1-8 



81 



April— 

9-15..... 

16-22 

23-29..... 

80 

May— 

1-6. 

7-18..... 
14-20..... 

21-27 

28-31 

June — 

1-3. 

4-10..... 
11-17...., 
18-24..... 
25-30 



Total.. 



74 

76 

61 

8 

46 



16 

10 
19 
26 
10 
18 



Total mortality in yellow fever eases, from 1850 to 1897.. 
From January to July, 1898. 



Total up to July 1,1898 54,461 
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(a) Hospital Sao Sebastiao (yellow fever hospital). 



Nationality. 



Africans 

Americana , 

Argentines, Uruguayans., 

Asiatics 

Austrians, Hungarians .... 

Belgians, Dutchmen 

Brazilians 

British 

Chilians, Peruvians 

Danish 

Prenoh 

Germans 

Italians 

Other European » 

Portuguese 

Russians, Polanders 

Spaniards 

Swede, Norwegians ..... 

Turkish, Arabians 

Nationality unknown 



a! 



i 

13 

8 

6 

64 

24 

182 

88 

7 

1 

165 

85 

512 

10 

1,872 

328 

670 



15 

10 

47 

2 

213 
10 

115 



14 
5 

34 

3 

172 

4 

84 



1884. 



8 

14 

153 

243 

1 

25 

38 

72 

150 

12 

1,017 

47 

381 

166 

6 

1 



Totals _.... 3,643 448 338 2,374 1,747 686 518 1 1, 908 1, 510 508 119 





18 

60 

112 

2 

14 

83 

60 

185 

6 

784 

36 

818 

56 

7 

34 



1886. 



8 

16 

18 

87 

4 

323 

8 

128 

20 
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2 
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4 
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7 


5 


2 


84 


16 


21 


20 




2 



1886. 



2 

12 

7 

1 

14 

5 

183 

72 

1 

6 

24 

45 

172 

7 

1,045 

20 

281 

50 

12 



7 

4 

1 

20 

8 

67 

40 

2 

7 

25 

18 

191 

8 

842 

24 

213 

16 

16 

6 



1897. 



i . 




1? 




M * 


a 


2 
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1 




3 
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5 




185 


16 


7 


5 


1 
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4 


3 


18 


8 


24 


17 


158 


38 


4 


3 


75 


2B 


19 


6 


3 









1890: 

Recovered 595 

Died 455 

Total 1,050 



a This hospital was opened in 1890. 

1891: 

Recovered 1,859 

Died 1,614 

Total 8,473 



1892: 

Recovered 2,097 

Died 1,546 

Total 3,643 



In the Hospital Sao Sebastiao (yellow fever hospital). 



Age. 


1886. 


1887. 


1888. 


1889. 


1890. 




14 
105 
148 
587 
144 
8 

18 






19 
151 

202 

882 

235 

12 

3 


2 




4 
10 
65 
21 


20 
44 

863 

94 

2 

2 


18 




61 




185 




482 
18 






5 










1,015 


100 


525 


1,454 


719 



In the Hospital Sao Sebastiao (yellow fever hospital). 





1886. 


1887. 


1888. 


1889. 


1890. 
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•a 
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"3 
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6 
80 
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•a 
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2 
12 


1 

8 
92 


$ 
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54 

380 
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1 

1 

86 

U 
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i 

90 
481 
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i 

•a 
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i 

•a 
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i 
I 

57 
571 
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m 
5 

■a 
1 

19 

65 
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! 




160 
583 

8 


127 
180 

7 


287 

718 

15 


247 

811 

18 


172 
200 

6 


419 

1,011 

24 


76 




ADA 


Nationality unk'n 


7 


Totals 


751 


264 


1,015 


86 


14 


100 


487 


88 


525 


1,076 


878 


1,454 


682 


87 


719 
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(a) Strangers 


Hospital 


—YeUow 


fever. 


Years. 


Admitted. 


Cured. 


Died. 


Remarks. 




15 
149 
18 
80 
7 
31 


7 
104 

9 
58 

4 
16 


8 
45 

9 
22 

3 
15 










Five came in dying condition. 
Eleven came in dying condition. 


June, 1895, to June, 1896 
June, 1896, to June, 1897 











a A private hospital maintained by the English and American population of Bio. 

CUBA. 

Sanitary reports from Santiago. 

The following daily reports in regard to the sanitary condition and 
the mortality in Santiago are transmitted by Sanitary Inspector H. S. 
Caminero, United States Marine-Hospital Service : 

Santiago de Cuba, August 11, 1898. 

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that 55 deaths were recorded 
to-day as follows: Civilians, 39 ; from the military hospital (Spanish), 8 ; 
civil hospital, 7, and 1 American Twenty-five bodies were burned last 
night, as it was found impossible to bury them, for want of time and 
workmen. 

To-morrow the Spanish prisoners are expected to commence their 
departure, and I expect by the end of the month all will have left, and 
one of the causes of the bad sanitary condition of the city will be 
removed. 

The American troops continue to embark for the United States, but 
their sanitary condition is by far more favorable than that of their late 
antagonists. The prevailing diseases still continue to be malarial fevers, 
dysentery, and diarrhea. 

August. 12, 1898. — I have the honor to inform you that the mortality 
is slowly decreasing again ; 45 deaths have been reported to-day — 27 
civilians, 9 from the military hospital (Spanish), and 9 from the civil 
hospital. 

The military governor, General Wood, does all in his power to make 
the city of Santiago a healthy locality, dictating rules and issuing 
orders, which are rigidly enforced, and are calculated to promote a 
healthier condition of the inhabitants. I am now in charge of the 
port, and I order all suspicious merchandise to be burnt outside the 
city limits. I do not allow provisions to be sold when I consider them 
detrimental to the public health. I believe that with a little effort on 
the part of the inhabitants, combined with the sanitary regulations 
established, our mortality will be reduced to its normal rate. 

August 18, 1898. — I have the honor to inform you that the ameliora- 
tion of public health becomes more accentuated ; 39 deaths are reported 
for this day — Americans, 1 ; Spanish military hospital, 9 ; civil hos- 
pital, 4 ; civilians, 25. The number of fever cases diminishes consid- 
erably every day and dysentery cases are not so severe as formerly. 

Yellow fever cases are so rare in the city that I have not been able to 
find one case in any of the transport ships or in the foreign vessels. At 
the American camps few cases are reported, and it is said that they are 
mild in character and cause very few deaths. 



